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Entering the Promised Land - Joshua 1:1-5:14
Introduction

· After becoming a Christian, I started going to a home bible study. The group started out with about thirty or so people and after two years it had dwindled to six people. During that summer we started planning on going on a backpacking trip. I had never gone on one before and it sounded interesting and exciting, and maybe a little scary. My mom had told me years ago that roughing it for her was going to a four-star hotel. This definitely was not backpacking. Being a novice, I had no clue how to go about the process. There were two ladies in the group who had experience backpacking and so the idea was born. But how should we proceed? (1) We had to choose a leader; the two ladies qualified for this. (2) Next we needed a plan. We poured over guidebooks and finally decided on a plan, bought a topographical map, and plotted out a course. (3) After this we had to go, for you can’t go on a trip without starting the trip. (4) But, before we went, we had to be prepared: equipment was bought, food was bought and packed, comfortable shoes were acquired and then we were ready, after practicing how to put the tent up and taking it down. Better to do this at home instead of in a rainstorm.
· For the passage before us today I want to follow this basic outline of what I did for my first backpacking trip so many years ago now. But before we begin our journey we should really understand what is before us…(Hey Pat, you still have that book on backpacking in the wilderness?)

· Today we start looking at the book of Joshua. The theme of the book is indicated by Robert Hubbard, Basically, the book of Joshua tells how biblical Israel navigated a major historical transition early in its national life. For ancient Israel, the transition concerns a change of leadership from Moses to Joshua, a change of lifestyle – from life as wandering clans of herdsmen to life as a settled nation of farmers on its own land. The book shows that guiding these changes is Israel’s God, Yahweh, through his chosen servant, Joshua. – Robert L. Hubbard, Joshua (The NIV Application Commentary)
· Question: When is Joshua dated? The text of the book indicates that it is very ancient and not a product of the monarchy during David’s time. The early date for the Exodus is 1446 B.C. The start of the conquest of the land is dated 1406 B.C. The book of Joshua is dated sometime soon after the conquest completed.
· Joshua is divided into three major sections: (1) The conquest of the land (Joshua 1-12); (2) Distribution of the land between the tribes (Joshua 13-21); and (3) Reports of the early years of settlement (Joshua 22-24). Let’s look at the passage…
Lesson
·  Point #1: God chose the leader
· Jos. 1:1 Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying…
· The book starts with God speaking to Joshua, but who was Joshua? It seems that he just appears upon the scene, but Joshua is actually mentioned 27x in the Pentateuch. Let’s look at three verses:
· Ex. 17:9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose men for us and go out, fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I will station myself on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” This passage indicates that Joshua was chosen by Moses to the be general of the army of Israel that attacked the Amalekites. While Moses held up his staff, Joshua led the army to victory, but if the staff was lowered the army started losing. God provided the victory through the hand of Joshua and his men.
· Ex. 24:13 So Moses arose with Joshua his servant, and Moses went up to the mountain of God. This passage tells us that Joshua accompanied Moses as he went up to the mountain of God to receive God’s message and His law. Joshua was used by God to provide help to Moses as he went up and down the mountain.
· Num. 13:16 These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land; but Moses called Hoshea the son of Nun, Joshua. This passage tells us that Joshua was one of the men sent to spy out the Promised Land for Israel. Joshua and Caleb together encouraged the people to go and conquer the land, but the other ten spies discouraged the people and they had to wander almost forty years in the wilderness.
· Turning back to the book of Joshua, Jos. 1:1-3 Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying, “Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel. Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses. 
· Israel had no one to lead them so God told Joshua: (1) Joshua was chosen by God to lead Israel, (2) Joshua was to lead Israel into the promised land; (3) God had “given” the Promised Land to the “sons of Israel.” Everywhere Joshua’s foot touched Canaanite soil, that was the promised land, specifically given by God; (4) God had promised this land to Moses years before, and centuries earlier to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Finally, it was time to enter the Promised Land. The choice was God’s, and the plan was God’s, and the gift of the land was from God, and the promise was God’s. 
· Jos. 1:6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. (1) Joshua was to be strong and courageous. Richard Hess in his commentary writes The expression strong and courageous opens and closes the section. It describes the attitude that Joshua should possess…where it forms part of his commissioning. -Richard Hess, Joshua (Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries) This formula of encouragement is repeated three times, here in v6, v7, and v9.  “Strong” is “to be firm, courageous, confident, unshakeable”. “Courageous” is to be “stout, bold, alert, strong”. (2) Joshua was to give the people possession of the land. Joshua would lead them in the conquest. (3) God had promised it to them. God is the promise maker and the promise keeper. God would be with Joshua.
· Jos.1:8 This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. How could Joshua accomplish these goals? This verse told Joshua that (1) He was to read God’s Word aloud; (2) He was to meditate on God’s Word, he was to do this always. He was to think about the Law and understand its implications, and think about it again and again and again. (3) He was to be careful to do according to all that was written, Joshua was to do what the Law said, he was to act upon it, and have it change his behavior and thoughts. The result? (4) He would be prosperous and have success. True success in life is not based upon who we are, or what we do, or what we have, but is based upon following what God directs us to do. This is true success!
· God had personally chosen Joshua to replace Moses to lead the children of Israel in conquest of the Promised Land, but Joshua needed to be grounded in reading, understanding, and following the word of God.
· Point #2: God provided a plan
· When Israel was going to enter the Promised Land years before, they were going to enter from the south and they would have had to fight through the entire land. This time God had guided them to the mid-point of the land and they did the “divide and conquer” plan. They would attack the central land first, then the north, and finally the south, but this is getting ahead of the story...
· Jos. 2:1a Then Joshua the son of Nun sent two men as spies secretly from Shittim, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.
· Joshua first sent two men to spy out the land and especially the city of Jericho, their first objective. Why would Joshua send these men? Leon Wood states the following, He desired more knowledge of the city and sent a team of two spies to make more reconnaissance, likely remembering the similar tactic of thirty-nine years before when he played a vital role himself. – Leon Wood, A Survey’s of Israel’s History 
· Jos. 2:1b So they went and came into the house of a harlot whose name was Rahab, and lodged there. At face value this doesn’t give a very good appearance to our modern eyes. It must be mentioned that there are no sexual overtones in the passage, and there was no need for the two spies to indulge in activity that was forbidden by the law. 

· Why then did the spies choose the house of a prostitute? The house was more likely a tavern, hostel, or way station, which could be used by visitors, than a brothel. There is evidence for such overnight places of accommodation and their use by traveling caravans and royal messengers in Canaan of the fourteenth to twelfth centuries B.C. – Hess
· The king of Jericho had heard of the spies and Rahab, risking her life, hid them. Why would she do this? She told the spies:
· Jos. 2:9-11 I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have melted away before you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. When we heard it, our hearts melted and no courage remained in any man any longer because of you; for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.

· I think these verses show us the real reason that God had the spies go to Jericho. Look at what Rahab says: (1) Rahab knew that Yahweh have given the Israelites the land – She had heard of their God and the miracles He had performed for them: the crossing the Red Sea, the defeat of the Amorites, Sihon, and Og. (2) Rahab knew the people were terrified and their hearts melted within them – They had no courage, they were depressed, thus fulfilling the prophecy of Deu. 2:25. (3) Rahab acknowledged that Yahweh was God in heaven and on earth – The God of the Israelites was not a local deity, but the God in the heavens and the earth. These three reasons were an encouragement to the children of Israel and was a confirmation of God’s plan too. These verses also tell us that Yahweh was not yet Rahab’s God, but she had moved very close to that belief. She pleaded with the spies to save her and her family. The spies agreed as long as she didn’t betray them and that she tie a red cord in her window. An agreement was made and the men escaped safely. 
· The two men reported back to Joshua and said, Jos. 2:24 “Surely the Lord has given all the land into our hands; moreover, all the inhabitants of the land have melted away before us.”
· God had provided a plan, and He also had provided encouragement to Joshua and the people, and they realized that God had gone before them. The encounter with Rahab was not an accident or some sordid plan, but was part of the plan of God in initiating the conquest of the land.
· Point #3: God led Israel into the land
· Jos. 3:2-3 At the end of three days the officers went through the midst of the camp; and they commanded the people, saying, “When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God with the Levitical priests carrying it, then you shall set out from your place and go after it.
· Israel had a new leader, they saw God’s plan, and now it was time to finally enter the Promised Land, 40 years after leaving Egypt! These verses told them (1) They were to be prepared when they saw the ark of the covenant preceding them; and (2) They were to go after it. The ark symbolized God’s presence with the people and it was to go before them and show the way indicating that God Himself was leading the way into the land.
· Jos. 3:5-6 Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” And Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the covenant and cross over ahead of the people.”
· (1) They consecrated themselves, literally “make themselves holy, to be set apart for God.” If they were to do what God asked them to do, they would see wonderful and amazing things. They were to follow and fully depend upon God’s presence with them. (2) The priests went first. Notice here that it was not the army that was going first, but God’s presence that preceded them, yet another indication that God was leading them.
·  Jos. 3:9,12 By this you shall know that the living God is among you…It shall come about when the soles of the feet of the priests who carry the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan will be cut off, and the waters which are flowing down from above will stand in one heap.”
· (1) They were going to know that the living God was among them when the waters of the Jordan stopped flowing. God was going to make a path through the river, not across it, or around it, or under it, but through it. This is very reminiscent of what happened at the Red Sea years earlier. (2) The miracle would occur when the priests carrying the ark touched the water of the river, the river that was still flowing, that was at flood levels, and then the miracle would occur, not before. They had to literally take a “step of faith” and believe that what God promised was going to occur. Believe and act! That is what God expected of the children of God.
· Jos. 3:15-16 …and when those who carried the ark came into the Jordan, and the feet of the priests carrying the ark were dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its banks all the days of harvest), the waters which were flowing down from above stood and rose up in one heap…So the people crossed opposite Jericho.

· God had not only planned what would happen, but used this step of faith to build the faith of the people, and this step of faith preceded the people crossing to show them that God was with them and providing for them. A nation of freed slaves and herdsmen would conquer the land of Canaan by the power of God, under the direction of God, and led by the presence of God.
· They were to take twelve stones out of the midst of the dry riverbed and build a memorial. Why would they do this?
· Jos. 4:21-24 When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, ‘What are these stones?’ then you shall inform your children, saying, ‘Israel crossed this Jordan on dry ground.’ For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed, just as the Lord your God had done to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed; that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, so that you may fear the Lord your God forever.”
· The stones were for them to remember and inform their children that (1) God was mighty and had dried up the waters for them to cross – It was a reminder what God had done for them and to show them His power. (2) All nations would know that God was mighty – It a message for the nations around Israel, and the world in general, that Yahweh was the true God, the mighty God, the awesome God, with whom they must reckon. (3) They were to fear the Lord – To “fear” Yahweh is to hold Him in the highest respect – yes, with a realistic touch of terror – and to act accordingly. – Hubbard 
· The conclusion? In sum, whenever Israel sees the stones – whenever the child asks and the adult answers – Israel remembers the might of Yahweh and rekindles their awe of that great God. – Hubbard
· God had chosen a leader, God had a plan, and God went before them into the land.
· Point #4: God prepared Israel spiritually
· Jos. 5:2-5 At that time the Lord said to Joshua, “Make for yourself flint knives and circumcise again the sons of Israel the second time.” …For all the people who came out were circumcised, but all the people who were born in the wilderness along the way as they came out of Egypt had not been circumcised.
· (1) They circumcised all the males. God ordered the people to fulfill their spiritual obligation that started during the time of Abraham. Gen. 17:10 This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: every male among you shall be circumcised.
· All those who had left Egypt were circumcised, but all the males born during the journey through the wilderness had not been circumcised. Being circumcised was the sign of God’s covenant with the children of Abraham. This circumcision prepared the soldiers for the upcoming war of Yahweh. God wanted them to be spiritually fit as well as being physically fit.
· (2) They observed the Passover: Jos. 5:10 While the sons of Israel camped at Gilgal they observed the Passover on the evening of the fourteenth day of the month on the desert plains of Jericho. They had been rescued during the tenth plague by celebrating the Passover and they were supposed to celebrate the Passover each year as a remembrance of what God had done for them, when the angel of death had passed over those who covered their door frames with the blood of the sacrificial lamb.
· God wanted them to listen to Him and obey Him. They were called to circumcise their males and they were to celebrate the Passover. After eating of the land, the gift of manna ceased and they were ready to conquer the land that God had given to them. God had chosen a leader, God had a plan, God went before them into the land, and God wanted them to be spiritually prepared.
· Application
· God has provided His Word for his people. We are called to read His Word and apply it to our lives as was said earlier in this passage: Jos. 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.
· (1) We are to read, listen, understand, and obey God’s Word – It is not enough to know God’s Word, we must understand God Word, and do what it says. God’s Word is designed to change our hearts. Let it work in our lives.
· (2) We are to realize that God is in control – He knows the future and we can trust Him. No matter what happens in our lives He is not surprised. Even during this difficult year for all of us, God knew about it beforehand and in my opinion planned it to turn people to Him. As God did at the Jordan River in this passage and the memorial stones, we are to remember what God has done, and knowing that God wants all to turn to Him.

· (3) We are to let God go before us – We are to listen to Him and follow Him and not the other way around. It is He who is King and Lord and we are His servants.
· John 10:3-4 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.
· (4) We are to be sensitive to God and let Him change our hearts – God wants us to be become like him.
· 2 Cor. 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
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