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The Battle of Criticism - 2 Corinthians 10:1-11:33
Introduction

· Have any of you been criticized before? I would imagine that you have. How did you respond? Was it gentle and accepting? Was it hostile and attacking back? Was it anger? Was it withdrawal? Those are all normal and natural responses. 

· I remember being called into my boss’s office more than 20 years ago and he pulled out a list of a dozen things that I had done wrong over the years. I had worked at the company for more than five years at that point. How did I respond? I was shocked. I had no idea he felt this way. I was devastated. I listened to what was said and tried to work on the things that were presented. In my heart I knew that my time at that job was going to come to an end. 

· In our passage before us something like this had happened in the life of Paul. 1 Corinthians tells us about Paul dealing with issues in the struggling church at Corinth. The response by the congregation indicated that there were those who didn’t agree with Paul and attacked him.

· 2 Cor 10:1 I who am meek when face to face with you, but bold toward you when absent!
· 2 Cor. 10:9-10 for I do not wish to seem as if I would terrify you by my letters. For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is unimpressive and his speech contemptible.”
· 2 Cor 11:7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you without charge?
· 2 Cor. 11:16 Again I say, let no one think me foolish; but if you do, receive me even as foolish, so that I also may boast a little.
· Paul answers their concerns in this section. For this lesson I want to step back and see the underlying issues that led to the criticism and provide a basis for how we are to deal with criticism in our live.
· Let’s look at 2 Corinthians 10-11 and apply it to our lives.
Lesson
·  Point #1: We are to approach criticism with meekness and gentleness
· 1 Cor. 10:1 Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—I who am meek when face to face with you, but bold toward you when absent!
· Question: What does meekness mean? In our day it usually thought of as a weakness in a person and not to be admired at all. In the Bible this is not true at all:
· Meekness (“moderation,” mildness”) was used in classical literature for “a calm and soothing disposition” that contrasted with “rage and savagery.” “It implies moderation … which permits reconciliation.” It was a virtue hailed in leaders who should be slow to anger, willing to accommodate, and capable of showing pity…The Greek Old Testament adds a distinct nuance to the word in applying it to those who are submissive to the divine will (Ps 132:11). Garland, 2 Corinthians
· Gentleness is similar and not something only for those who are weak:
· The noun “gentleness” (“kindness,” “reasonableness, “fairness,” “clemency,” “moderation”) reinforces the idea of indulgence. It was regarded as an essential quality in judges since justice must go hand-in-hand with mercy. Garland
· These themes are interwoven throughout the New Testament:

· (1) From the Beatitudes: Matt. 5:5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.

· (2) From Jesus’ call to turn sinners to Him: Matt. 11:29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

· (3) One of the fruits of the Holy Spirit: Gal. 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
· (4) Paul’s encouragement to Timothy: 1 Tim. 6:11 But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.
· We should also remember what Proverbs says: Prov. 15:1 A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.
· When we are faced with criticism be meek, be gentle, be godly. Don’t be arrogant or irritated it can lead to bad consequences:
· Criticism - It is said that when the British and French were fighting in Canada in the 1750s, Admiral Phipps, commander of the British fleet, was told to anchor outside Quebec. He was given orders to wait for the British land forces to arrive, then support them when they attacked the city. Phipps' navy arrived early. As the admiral waited, he became annoyed by the statues of the saints that adorned the towers of a nearby cathedral, so he commanded his men to shoot at them with the ships' cannons. No one knows how many rounds were fired or how many statues were knocked out, but when the land forces arrived and the signal was given to attack, the admiral was of no help. He had used up all his ammunition shooting at the "saints."  Daily Bread.
· Point #2: We are to approach criticism as a spiritual battle
· 1 Cor 10:3-4 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.
· Life is tough and it is not always easy. We need to have a heavenly perspective. We are not to walk according to the flesh. The flesh is associated with the world’s views and our sinful nature. We are to have a spiritual perspective and realize that God wants us to be spiritual, to be like Him, and to be conformed to Him:

· Rom. 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

· We need to think about life from God’s perspective. He is working in our lives to confirm us to His will and purposes. God is working in all of our lives to transform us. 
· 2 Cor. 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

· Our struggles are spiritual in nature:

· Eph. 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
· We are sinners and we are in the process of becoming more like God. This process will continue throughout the rest of our lives. The term usually used for this is “sanctification”.

· Rom. 6:22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.

· 1 Th. 4:7 For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.

· We are called to look at life not merely as an outward battle, but as in inward battle:

· 2 Cor. 10:7 You are looking at things as they are outwardly. If anyone is confident in himself that he is Christ’s, let him consider this again within himself, that just as he is Christ’s, so also are we.
· Let us approach criticism them as an inward and spiritual battle.
· Point #3: We are to approach criticism as an opportunity to glorify God
· 2 Cor. 10:17-18 But he who boasts is to boast in the Lord. For it is not he who commends himself that is approved, but he whom the Lord commends.
· As I have said before, our goal in life is to bring glory to God in all our actions and attitudes. God puts things in our lives so that we would turn to Him and praise Him and bring glory to His name.

· It is too easy when we are criticized to lash out and attack others. When we receive criticism think and reflect upon it and pray to God. Sometimes criticism is wrong, but often there is a grain of truth and we need to let this opportunity be used by God in our lives to strengthen and mature us.

· Paul boasts in the Lord, whose commendation is the only one that counts. This boast in the Lord has nothing to do with Paul's own pedigree or prowess. It has to do with what the Lord has accomplished through him. Garland.

· Let our boast be in the Lord and not our own actions or deeds. Don’t let criticism get a hold upon us to drag us away from God and stumble and sin. God does not want us to fail. He wants us to succeed in His power and grace. Let it be God who commends us, not man. If we are criticized then let God use that in our lives to help us be conformed to Him.
· 1 Cor. 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
· Point #4: We are to approach criticism as an opportunity to devote ourselves to God
· 2 Cor. 11:2-3 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin. But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.
· Paul was criticized over and over again by some in the Corinthian church, but he did not let this detract him from presenting the gospel and from teaching others and helping them to become mature Christians. Paul shows us one of the ways to deal with criticism: keeping our focus and our goals upon God. 
· It is too easy when criticism comes to lose sight of what God wants to teach us. God wants us to have faith in Him, to trust Him, and to rely upon Him every day of our lives. Paul did not want the Corinthians to be deceived by Satan and get our eyes off of the Lord.
· In the present passage Paul is concerned with the beguiling of the minds (not the compromise of the morals) of his audience. What he means by this will be revealed in verse 4, but before proceeding to that it is important to stress that Christians’ minds are prime targets for the assaults of the serpent (which Paul equates with Satan; cf. v. 14), assaults that are intended to lead them astray from their devotion to Christ. Kruse, 2 Corinthians
· Don’t get distracted, but keep your eyes on God:
· (1) Heb. 12:1-2 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
· (2) 1 Cor. 7:35 This I say for your own benefit; not to put a restraint upon you, but to promote what is appropriate and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.

· (3) Col. 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.

· (4) 1 Kings 8:61 Let your heart therefore be wholly devoted to the Lord our God, to walk in His statutes and to keep His commandments, as at this day.”
· (5) Matt. 6:24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.
· We have some many things in our lives that demand our attention. Our society today overstimulates us and overwhelms us. It is too easy to be distracted and even be fooled sometimes:
· 2 Cor. 11:13-14 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
· It is easy to be deceived and put our focus on something else other than God and His Word. Let us follow the admonition found in Philippians:

· Phil. 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.
· Don’t be distracted…
· Distraction - There is a story involving Yogi Berra, the well-known catcher for the New York Yankees, and Hank Aaron, who at that time was the chief power hitter for the Milwaukee Braves. The teams were playing in the World Series, and as usual Yogi was keeping up his ceaseless chatter, intended to pep up his teammates on the one hand, and distract the Milwaukee batters on the other. As Aaron came to the plate, Yogi tried to distract him by saying, "Henry, you're holding the bat wrong. You're supposed to hold it so you can read the trademark." Aaron didn't say anything, but when the next pitch came he hit it into the left-field bleachers. After rounding the bases and tagging up at home plate, Aaron looked at Yogi Berra and said, "I didn't come up here to read."  Nehemiah, Learning to Lead, J.M. Boice
· Point #5: We are to approach criticism as an opportunity to pray to God 

· 2 Cor. 11:27-28 I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches.
· Stress and criticism should drive us to depend upon God in prayer. Paul did not let himself forget about the needs of believers, even during the midst of the pressure from those who criticized him and his ministry. Paul was not only devoted to the Lord to bring Him glory, but relying upon Him for his needs and the needs of others.

· I would even pray for those when you are being criticized:

· (1) Matt. 5:44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.

· (2) Rom. 12:10-12 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer.

· (3) Phil. 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
· (4) 1 Th. 5:16-18 Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

· We are to be people who pray at all times, turning to God, and relying upon Him to provide us power and strength. We need to rely upon Him every day and every moment in our lives. 

· Prov. 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.
Application:
· Every time you approach God’s Word, whether listening or reading, ask yourself these questions:  What does it mean? How can I apply it to my life? The Bible is meant to change us. It is not a philosophy or history book. It is God’s living Word to us. Let us apply it to our lives:
·  (1) Whatever happens in our lives is a struggle of our spiritual nature over our fleshly nature. Let criticism be used in our lives to bring us closer to God and the person God wants us to be.
· (2) Whatever happens in our lives should cause us to praise God and bring glory to His name. That is what we should ultimately want: that God can be built up and glorified by our attitudes and actions. Don’t let those things that happens to us bring shame upon God.

· (3) Whatever happens in our lives keep your focus upon God and be devoted to Him. We are called to follow God – not our friends, not our job, not even our family. Keep your focus and eyes upon our Lord and Savior.
· (4) Whatever happens in our lives turn to God in prayer. We receive power and comfort through God dealing with us and with others through us. We need to realize that we need Him, we can’t do it all on our own. We are dependent upon Him!

