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SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY - 1 Corinthians 3:1-4:21
Introduction

· Mature vs. Immature: Definition and Examples.

· The lesson before us today deals with the subject of spiritual immaturity. Charles Swindoll has stated in The Grace Awakening that One of the marks of maturity is the ability to disagree without becoming disagreeable. Based upon this statement would the Corinthian church be regarded as mature or immature? 
· 1 Cor 1:10-11 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you.
· Question: How would then would you answer my question? They are immature!
· The lesson before us today reminds us what it means to be a spiritually minded people, people who are focused on the things of God. Instead of just focusing on the negative aspects of the spiritually immature Corinthians our focus will be on those who are spiritually minded, those who are serious about spiritually maturity and growth. 
Lesson
· 1 Cor. 3:1-4 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not mere men?
· Paul desired to move them away from feeding them milk as infants get. But he says they are not ready for it. They are not spiritually minded people but fleshly-minded people. They are people who have their focus on things of the world instead of things of God, they are flesh-minded instead of spiritually minded. Their conduct shows us that they have not progressed in the faith, but are still infants, still needing to drink milk. (Leon Morris, TNTC, 1 Cor.)
· One of the things that we miss and ignore in our Christian life is the one who is in charge of our spiritual growth. God is in the process of bringing us into conformity with His glory:

· Phil. 3:20-21 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.
· 2 Cor. 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
· This passage provides us seven key principles that can help us understand spiritual growth and maturity from God’s perspective.
· Point #1: God gives the growth (3:5-9)
· 1 Cor. 3:6-7 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.
· Both Apollos and Paul were used by God to bring the gospel to the church at Corinth, but it was God who caused the growth. No matter how hard Apollos and Paul tried, they could not force spiritual growth. They could not coerce spiritual growth. As the old saying goes: You can lead the horse to water, but you can’t make it drink. 

· Paul and Apollos responded to God’s leading and guidance to teach the Corinthians, to plant and to water, but it is God who actually causes the growth. This is the same principle in all of our lives: We are called to present the gospel to all peoples, but it is God who causes them to respond to His message and become believers. We are called to train and teach our children and our grandchildren, but it is God who causes them to accept the teaching. God holds us responsible to tell others about Him, to respond to His leading, to put Him at the center of our lives, but it is God’s responsibility to soften their hearts so that they would to turn Him.
· Point #2: God is the foundation alone (3:10-15)
· 1 Cor. 3:10-11 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
· Paul calls himself a “wise master builder” that built upon a solid foundation. It was not a foundation that he created, but something that he built upon. Paul emphasizes the insignificance of the builders, but the primacy of God who is the foundation. The foundation on which we build, the foundation that we rely on is Jesus Christ. 
· The Reformers insisted that justification is by grace alone (sola gratia), by faith alone (sola fide), and through Christ alone (soli Christo). – R. C. Sproul, What is Reformed Theology?
· Our salvation and our Christian life are based upon what Christ has done. We receive this by faith and we live by this faith.

· Rom 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.”

· We have been saved by God’s grace through faith. Our works are based upon the foundation that we have received and build upon:
· Eph. 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
· Notice that it says in 1 Cor. 3 that “Each man must be careful”. This indicates individual personal responsibility. Jesus is the foundation, but we are to be careful upon what we build upon. The only foundation that we are to build upon is Jesus. 

· Paul does not leave the foundation open to choice, with the implication that he just happened to lay the foundation he did. There is only one possible foundation and that is already laid, namely Jesus Christ. That is basic. No one can begin anywhere else, a truth still worthy of emphasis in the light of attempts to build ‘Christianity’ without Christ, on a foundation of good works, or humanism, or the like. – Morris, TNTC, 1 Cor.
· Good foundation: The great architect Frank Lloyd Wright was given the challenge of building the Imperial Hotel in Tokyo, one of the most earthquake-prone cities in the world. Wright's investigation showed that a solid foundation could be "floated" on a sixty-foot layer of soft mud underlying the hotel, which would provide a shock-absorbing but solid support for the immense building. Shortly after the hotel was completed it withstood the worst earthquake in fifty-two years, while lesser buildings fell in ruins around it.

· A good foundation is essential to building or a life. A key to spiritual growth then it to realize that our foundation can only be Jesus and we are to build upon that foundation. Those that try to build upon another foundation are doomed to failure.
· Point #3: God indwells us (3:16-17)

· 1 Cor. 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
· 1 Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?
· The very presence of God dwells within believers. In the Old Testament God’s presence was in the Holy of Holies, but in the New Testament God’s presence lives within the believer. He in fact lives within all believers in the church. 
· Question: What does it mean that God dwells within the believer? This is a tremendous truth. The Spirit lives within us and this changes our lives:
· (1) The Spirit helps us pray (Rom 8:27)

· (2) The Spirit convicts us of our sin (John 16:7-11)

· (3) The Spirit draws us closer to the Lord (1 John 4:12)
· (4) The Spirit sanctifies us (1 Cor. 6:11)

· (5) The Spirit guides us in all truth (John 16:13)

· (6) The Spirit is our comforter (John 14:16)

· (7) The Spirit’s ministry in our life produces fruit (Gal. 5:22) 

· The ‘you’ in 1 Cor 3:16 is plural which indicates that the Spirit dwells within His church. The word in 6:19 is singular. God dwells within believers and within the church itself.

· Point #4: God gives true wisdom (3:18-23)

· 1 Cor 3:18-19 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it is written, “He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness”.
· The world’s wisdom is foolishness. God is the only source of true wisdom. God’s wisdom is forever hidden from the wise of the world. Their wisdom is based their own thoughts or the thoughts of Satan. Their wisdom is not from above.
· Romans has already told us this: Rom. 11:33-34 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor?
· He [Paul] comes back to this again and again. The worldly-wise, whom the Corinthians held in such high esteem, are totally unable to understand ‘the wisdom of God’ (1:24), though the humblest believer can appreciate it. - Morris
· Question: Where is true wisdom found? In God alone. To the world Jesus’ death is foolishness, but to us it is the power of God through faith. It is by God’s wisdom we know what our purpose in life is. By God’s wisdom we know how the world was made. By God’s wisdom we know that we are not an accident. By God’s wisdom the world continues to exist. By God’s wisdom we are led to salvation.
· Point #5: God is the one who judges (4:1-7)

· 1 Cor. 4:3-4 But to me it is a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine myself. For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord.
· We are called by God to serve Him. Paul was called as an apostle to present the gospel to the Gentiles. Paul was following God and doing what God wanted him to do. It was not for the Corinthians to judge Paul and his ministry, or the world in general. Paul was a servant of God and was responsible to God for what he was doing. 
· He [Paul] shows that the judgment of men on ministers (and ‘men’ includes the partisan Corinthians) is of no importance. It is before God that they stand or fall, and only God is able to give a true and valid judgment on them. - Morris
· 1 Cor. 4:5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God.
· We are to examine our motives for the reasons that we do ministry. We should listen to other wise people and what God’s Word says. Our ultimate judge though is God. Be open to the guidance of God and let Him guide us.
· Point #6: God provides all that we need (4:8-13)

· 1 Cor. 4:9 For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.
· Compared to those in the Corinthian church the Apostles had nothing. They were poor, hungry and thirsty, reviled, persecuted, slandered, and a spectacle before all. But what did they have? They were doing the will of God, serving in the ministry that God had provided for them. They were content in what they were doing and what they had. 

· 2 Cor. 12:10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

· Phil. 4:11 Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.
· 1 Tim. 6:6 But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment.
· God had provided all that Paul and his companions needed and he was content. He was doing what he was supposed to be doing. He was serving the sovereign God of the universe. What we don’t see in these verses is Paul was complaining about what God had provided for him or even what he didn’t have.
· Paul had done what God wanted him to do. He was were God wanted him to be. He calmly accepted what God had done. He didn’t complain or wished for something different. He didn’t grumble.
· Contentment: H. A. Ironside in his commentary on Timothy, Titus, and Philemon: A Quaker offered property to anyone who considered himself contented. When a man came to claim the lot, he was asked, “If you’re contented, why do you want my lot?”
· Question: Have you reached this point in your life? Have you accepted where you are at? What you have? Your health? Your ministry? Your place in life? Pray that God would show you His will and be content in where He has placed you. God has much to teach you in life. Be open to where He is leading and accept his leading and discipline and become the person that God wants you to be. 
· Point #7: God wants us to imitate him (4:14-21)

· 1 Cor. 4:14-16 I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me.
· Paul says later in the book: 1 Cor. 11:1 Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.
· Eph. 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.
· Paul wanted those in Corinth to imitate him, for he was an imitator of Christ. He wanted those in Corinth to emulate him so that they would they would learn his way and so emulate Christ.
· The word for “imitate” means to “mimic” or “emulate”. It was a mentor setting a proper example. It was a master craftsman training his apprentice. It was a father training his son. It was a mother training her daughter.
· Verse 16 introduces Paul’s call to imitate him, just as a father in the ancient world regularly taught his sons a trade by modeling it as they studied under him as apprentices. Paul will repeat this call in 11:1 and qualify it: “as I follow the example of Christ.”…Paul has a unique responsibility and authority to oversee their spiritual growth. – Craig Blomberg, 1 Corinthians (NIVAC)
· Question: Have you ever asked anyone to imitate you so that they can learn to be like Christ? Is that a scary thought or a comforting one? To me it is pretty scary. Is my life close enough to following Jesus that by following my example someone could become more like Jesus? Find someone to disciple. Find someone to disciple you.
· Imitation: President Calvin Coolidge invited some people from his hometown to dinner at the White House. Since they did not know how to behave at such an occasion, they thought the best policy would be just to do what the President did. The time came for serving coffee. The President poured his coffee into a saucer. As soon as the home folk saw it, they did the same. The next step for the President was to pour some milk and add a little sugar to the coffee in the saucer. The home folks did the same. They thought for sure that the next step would be for the President to take the saucer with the coffee and begin sipping it. But the President didn't do so. He leaned over, placed the saucer on the floor and called the cat.
· Be careful who you imitate and understand why you are to imitate the person. Don’t blindly imitate someone or something without understanding what you are doing. You may be led down the wrong road.

·  Application:
· Every time you approach God’s Word ask yourself these questions: What does it mean? How can I apply it to my life? The Bible is meant to change us. Let it do this…

· We should all strive to grow in our faith and in our spiritual maturity. I have five applications from this passage. You may have more. You may have less. When you go home open your Bible and read 1 Cor. 3 and 4 again and ask yourself this question: How can I apply this passage to my life?
· (1) Realize that God is in control of our lives. He is sovereign and loves us and has our best interests at heart. He wants us to turn to Him 100%. God does not promise that our lives will be easy, but He does promise He will be there to help us. Do not fret. Do not be anxious. Do not panic. 
· (2) Realize that God is guiding us and maturing us in His own way and His own time. He controls our growth. He controls the circumstances in our lives. He is leading us at the pace we can handle. Follow Him and trust Him.
· (3) Realize that God is the sure foundation for our lives and provides us true wisdom. We can trust Him and we can go to Him in prayer for any reason at any time – for help, for wisdom, for comfort. Do you want to become wise? Study God’s Word. Listen to Biblical teaching. Worship God. Be changed by God’s Word.
·  (4) Realize that God wants us to trust Him and be content. The world wants us to be discontent and wants us to have more and more and more. God has called us be content and accept what He has given to us and praise God for what He has done for us. God has blessed you in many ways: Praise Him, honor Him, glorify His name, give Him thanks. God is in the process of building us all into His image and likeness. He is working in our lives and He is not done with us yet.

· (5) Realize that God wants us to be like Him. Study His word. Meditate upon His word. Spend time with those who are spiritually minded and minimize your times with those who drag you away from God. Copy the example of others who are trying to be like Jesus. Flee from those who are not in tune with God or His ways.
· Make it your goal in life to hear this from our Lord and Master:  Matt. 25:21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’

