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Rights and Freedom - 1 Corinthians 9:1-11:1
Introduction

· Life Verses. What is a life verse? The Dictionary of Christianese website defines a life verse as, "A specific Bible verse that a Christian believes to be especially representative or predictive of his or her life. Many Christians regard their life verse as an inspirational motto or lifelong mission statement."
· I have three life verses. The first is from 1 Th 5:16-18 Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. I was a Christian for a year or so when I read these verses and decided that I wanted these verses to be indicative of my life as a Christian.
· A few years later after reading J. I. Packer’s book Knowing God he had shared the following verses: Jer. 9:23-24 Thus says the Lord, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,” declares the Lord. This book and these verses changed my life. It showed me that my life should be focused not only knowing about God, but getting to know God who created, maintains the universe and provided for me the only way of salvation: Believing Him that Jesus became a man and died for my sins.

· The third verse is found in this passage before us today is 1 Cor. 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. This verse tells me what my motivation in life is: I am made to show forth the glory of God.

· The Westminster Short Catechism, approved in 1648 by the churches of Scotland, England, and Ireland, is a list of a number of questions and answers dealing with understanding and learning about the Christian faith. Question #1 states: What is the chief end of man? Their answer: Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. 
· So, what is “glory”? According to Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary: Glory – beauty, power, or honor; a quality of God’s character that emphasizes His greatness and authority. Unger’s Bible Dictionary says: Properly it is the exercise and display of what constitutes the distinctive excellence of the subject of which it is spoken; thus, in respect to God, his glory is the manifestation of his divine attributes and perfections, or such a visible effulgence as indicates the possession and presence of these. 
· What does “glorify God” mean? Unger’s Bible Dictionary says: To glorify (1 Cor. 6:20) is to “show forth his praise” by obedience to his law. Thus the “heavens declare the glory of God” in obedience to the law of creation, and much more do men glorify him by willing obedience to the moral law (1 Cor. 10:31; John 17:5).
· Dr. Leon Morris in his commentary on 1 Corinthians states this about 1 Cor. 10:31 The principle is clear. The Christian is not concerned with his rights, but with the glory of God (cf. Col. 3:17). Eating, drinking, everything must be subordinated to this. - Morris
· We are called to glorify God and enjoy him forever. This is the motivation that should guide our lives. Everything in our lives should be subject to this overriding principle: do all to the glory of God. This is what guided the life of the Apostle Paul. The passage before today shows us what this means in our lives. Five principles are presented that should guide our lives in the pursuit of glorifying God and enjoying him forever.

Lesson
· Point #1: We must limit our personal rights
· 1 Cor. 9:11-12 If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? If others share the right over you, do we not more? Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all things so that we will cause no hindrance to the gospel of Christ.
· In this part of 1 Corinthians Paul is defending his apostleship and how he ministered to those in Corinth. Paul had not accepted money from them in payment for preaching/teaching them, and they judged him for this. Paul did not to accept something from them in payment for something else, no “I’ll scratch your back if you scratch mine”. 
· Why did Paul do this? So that he would cause no hindrance to the gospel of Christ. This was of paramount importance to him. Paul did not present the gospel to profit by it or to make himself important. He was concerned for presenting God and His glory, and not how important he was. 

· Paul’s word for hinder is unusual (here only in the New Testament). It means ‘a cutting into’, and was used of breaking up a road to prevent the enemy’s advance. Paul had avoided doing anything that might prevent a clear road for the gospel advance. - Morris
· Paul was more concerned about God and His glory and the Corinthians salvation than his own importance or pride. To Paul it was always God first, ministry second, and Paul a very distant third. Craig Blomberg in his commentary on 1 Cor. makes an insightful comment:
· Those called to full-time Christian work, on the other hand, should always consider verses 12b–18. Whenever requesting or even accepting payment could hinder the spread of the gospel, “tentmaking” must always take precedence. Bivocational ministry has numerous advantages—freedom from human “strings,” not imposing a financial burden on any group of believers, and exemption from charges of mismanaging funds or ministering primarily for financial gain. - Blomberg
· What then did Paul get out of this? 1 Cor. 9:18 What then is my reward? That, when I preach the gospel, I may offer the gospel without charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel.
· Rights: In the summer of 1986, two ships collided in the Black Sea off the coast of Russia. Hundreds of passengers died as they were hurled into the icy waters below. News of the disaster was further darkened when an investigation revealed the cause of the accident. It wasn't a technology problem like radar malfunction--or even thick fog. The cause was human stubbornness. Each captain was aware of the other ship's presence nearby. Both could have steered clear, but according to news reports, neither captain wanted to give way to the other. Each was too proud to yield first. By the time they came to their senses, it was too late.  Closer Walk, December, 1991

· Those two captains didn’t want to yield their rights and it caused death. Paul wanted to preach the gospel without hindrance and his personal rights were not even on his radar scope as being important. He was willing to yield them for the sake of the Gospel. To Paul it didn’t matter if other people felt Paul was important. What was important to Paul was that the gospel was preached, God was glorified, and that many were turning to and putting their faith in Jesus.

· Point #2: We must serve all people
· We must adapt ourselves to the position of the hearers of the gospel in order to win them for Christ. We are called not to be a hindrance to the gospel. We are also called to not let our position or cultural perspective interfere with the presentation of the gospel. 
· 1 Cor. 9:22-23 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. I do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it.
· This does not, of course, mean that his conduct was unprincipled. On occasion his principles led him to follow courses of action in the teeth of strong opposition. But where no principle was at stake he was prepared to go to extreme lengths to meet people. Personal considerations are totally submerged in the great aim of by all means saving some. - Morris
· One of the criticisms of the 17th and 18th century missionaries was that they brought their Western culture with them to non-Western cultures. The modern missionary movement has learned that we need to present the gospel without a western mindset. We need to adapt to their culture so that they can understand the message without compromising the message of the gospel.
· Paul did this in the first century. His goal was to present the gospel as a Jew, as a Gentile, as someone who was weak, or as a slave. He did not compromise the gospel or God’s requirements for a believer, but he was willing to do what was necessary to present the gospel and bring the person to faith. Paul wanted the most people to be saved as possible. He wanted them to understand and he didn’t want to be a hindrance to them. He wanted to serve, not be served, just as Jesus said, Matt. 20:28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many. We must be willing to serve anyone at any time… 
· Service: During the American Revolution a man in civilian clothes rode past a group of soldiers repairing a small defensive barrier. their leader was shouting instructions, but making no attempt to help them. Asked why by the rider, he retorted with great dignity, "Sir, I am a corporal!" The stranger apologized, dismounted, and proceeded to help the exhausted soldiers. The job done, he turned to the corporal and said, "Mr. Corporal, next time you have a job like this and not enough men to do it, go to your commander-in-chief, and I will come and help you again." It was none other than George Washington.
· We too must be willing to serve. Paul wanted God to be glorified by people turning to God and he was willing to serve all people so that some would be saved.
· Point #3: We must not give in to sin
· 1 Cor. 10:5-6 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness. Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved.
· God was not pleased with the Israelites during the time of the Exodus. Why? They craved evil things. They were idolaters. They were immoral. They grumbled against God. God is not glorified when we sin, when we don’t obey Him, when we don’t trust Him. Paul stated that…
· 1 Cor. 10:11-12 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.
· The Bible tells us the way it is. Sin is not covered up. We are to use the lessons that we find in the Bible so that we copy the ones who follow and glorify God, and reject the examples of those who rebel against God and sin against Him. 

· Not only are there examples in Scripture on what to do and what not to do, there are also warnings. We must “take heed” so that “he does not fall”. We must be careful not to be deceived by our own pride and that we can’t fall into the same sins as those of the time of Old Testament. We need to always understand our motivations and all of our actions. This is healthy and this is necessary.
· Romans tells us that believers have a new nature we do not have to sin. Rom. 6:1,2 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?
· We are to reject sin and live in the Spirit. While we still sin in our lives as God continues the sanctification process in our lives, the power of sin has been removed for we have died to it.
· 1 Cor. 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.
· God provides the way out of any temptation. God is faithful. Trust Him and turn to Him and reject the desire to sin. God will provide a way. Don’t give in to the temptation of sin.
· God is not simply a spectator of the affairs of life; he is concerned and active. Believers can count on his help. He will always make a way out. This word [escape] may denote a mountain defile. The imagery is that of an army trapped in rugged country, which manages to escape from an impossible situation through a mountain pass. The assurance of this verse is a permanent comfort and strength to believers. Our trust is in the faithfulness of God. - Morris
· God is our way of escape and He is faithful and will provide a way. Trust Him. Flee from sin. Say no to sin.
· Point #4: We must seek the good of others
· 1 Cor 10:23-24 All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify. Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.
· Edify means to build someone else, to helping them stand, to repair. Our motivation is to build up each other. We do things to help others. We don’t do things to tear others apart. Rom. 14:19 So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.
· We are to be concerned for the good of others. We are to seek peace. We are to seek to do and be righteous. Anything that we do that puts others down and does not build them up is not good and not in their best interests or what God wants us to do. It does not bring glory to God. Our speech is to be seasoned with grace…

· Col 3:6 Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.
· Eph. 4:29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.

· Why do we do the things that we do? Build up! Bring glory to God. How do build someone up? Praise them, encourage them, pray for them, etc.
· The Christian has a concern for the well-being, the good, of others. It is important to promote the best interests of other people, not selfishly to seek our own. - Morris
· Encourage one another: Max Lucado in his book How Happiness Happens tells the following story: There was a young father and his daughter who was going through the terrible twos. She was cute but strong-willed and almost more than he and his wife could handle. The father decided to take the child out for breakfast and tell her how much they valued and loved her. Over pancakes he told her, ‘Jenny, I want you to know how much I love you, and how special you are to Mom and me. We prayed for you for years, and now that you're here and growing up to be such a wonderful girl, we couldn't be more prouder of you.'  When he finished, his daughter said, “Longer, Daddy, .... longer." The father continued to affirm and encourage her. Once again when he attempted to stop, she pleaded for him to keep going. She did so two more times. This father never did get much to eat that morning, but his daughter got the emotional nourishment she needed so much. In fact, a few days later, she spontaneously ran up to her mother and said, 'I'm a really special daughter, Mommy. Daddy told me so."
· Point #5: We must respect the conscience of others

· 1 Cor. 10:28 But if anyone says to you, “This is meat sacrificed to idols,” do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for conscience’ sake.
· Though we have freedom and every right to do what is not sinful there are times we should limit our exercise of freedom so that someone else does not stumble. Though I am not prohibited from occasionally drinking alcohol and I am out with a friend who is a recovering alcoholic should I drink? No. Is it sinful to go to an R rate movie? Do I do it? No.
· Whatever the status of the informer, then, the wise and kindly course for the strong Christian is to abstain from eating...The action, which to the strong is a simple exercise of freedom, must not be made the means of offence to another. - Morris
· Our guiding principle is clearly stated by Jesus in Mark 8:42 Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe to stumble, it would be better for him if, with a heavy millstone hung around his neck, he had been cast into the sea.
· And as stated by Paul in the previous chapter: 1 Cor. 8:11-12 For through your knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died. And so, by sinning against the brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
· We are not to use our freedom to cause someone who is a new believer or a weak believer to stumble in their walk is wrong. In our society today we seem to stand upon our freedom to almost do whatever we want. We do not live in a vacuum and we should and must be concerned about those around us and their walk in the Lord.
· If we truly have as our motivation to glorify God, causing a believer to stumble, does not glorify God.

· Application:
· As I have said before, every time you approach God’s Word ask yourself these questions: What does it mean? How can I apply it to my life? The Bible is meant to change us. 

· (1) Make it your goal in life to bring glory to God in whatever you do, think, or spend your time. Evaluate everything in your life according to this principle. We cannot afford to live our lives in any other way.
· (2) Limit your freedom for the sake of others so they can mature and glorify God themselves. We live in a society that includes many people. We are not hermits that live removed from all other human beings. We want others to see us and by application see Christ living through us. We should not do things that would mar this image or cause them to stumble. We need to look out for the good of others.
· (3) Don’t hinder the spread of the gospel by not understanding the person to whom you are witnessing. Make it your desire to glorify God by removing those hindrances in your life that limits your ability to be used by God. 

· (4) Remove those things in your life that are sinful or lead to sin. Evaluate how you spend your time and energy in and remove those things that don’t bring you closer to God. If you sin, be sensitive to the Spirit’s leading in your life and confess your sin as soon as possible. 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Evaluate everything in your life: Phil. 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.
· Make this verse one of your life verses: 1 Cor. 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

