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Jehoshaphat and Ahab
Introduction

· Welcome to People of the Word. My thanks go to Carol for asking me to come back this year to do a number of lectures. And thank you for your diligence and faithfulness in studying God’s Word and trying to learn more what the Bible says and more about who God is.
· This is now the seventh week of our study this year in studying “The Divided Kingdom”. 

· Question: So what period of time are we talking about this year? It is from after the reign of Solomon until the fall of Israel and Judah. It is a time period from about from 931 B.C. with the death of Solomon until 586 B.C with the capture and death of King Zedekiah of Judah, a timeframe of around 350 years.
· You may well ask the question why we should study events that occurred almost 3,000 years ago, most of it more than 600 years before the birth of Jesus Christ. I know of some pastors that refuse to bring a lesson about the Old Testament because it is irrelevant to us in our Christian walk.

· Now an illustration of what reading your Bible is important: When their son left for his freshman year at Duke University, his parents gave him a Bible, assuring him it would be a great help. Later, as he began sending them letters asking for money, they would write back telling him to read his Bible, citing chapter and verse. He would reply that he was reading the Bible--but he still needed money. When he came home for a semester break, his parents told him they knew he had not been reading his Bible. How? They had tucked $10 and $20 bills by the verses they had cited in their letters. - John T. Spach, in Reader's Digest.

· It is important to study God’s Word diligently and faithfully.
· Question: So why should we spend our time studying the Old Testament? I want to offer three reasons.

· (1) Of the 66 books of the Bible, 39 books are in the Old Testament. Based upon the number of pages 75% of God’s Word to man is in the Old Testament. If you want to know what God says to man 75% is found in the Old Testament. Do you want to understand God? Read ALL the Word of God.
· (2) The Apostles when reflecting upon God’s Word only had the Old Testament and through the Old Testament they learned about God, Jesus as our Savior, and God’s plans and purposes. 
· (3) We are called to examine the Old Testament:
· Heb. 1:1-2 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.
· 1 Cor. 10:1,6 For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea…Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did.
· Rom. 15:4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
· We need to examine the Old Testament to understand God, His Word, to be instructed, and learn from examples of both those who follow God and those who reject God and do evil. The Old Testament is important for us to understand the full and complete Word of God. 
· I always love reading the stories of the Old Testament and teaching from stories in the Old Testament because they are easily understood most of the time and they tell both the good and bad and how we should live our lives.

Lesson
· Our lecture today is about King Jehoshaphat of Judah, and Kings Ahab and Ahaziah in Israel found in 1 Kings 22 and 2 Chr. 17:1-21:3, with our primary focus upon King Jehoshaphat.
· The story is straightforward. It is about King Jehoshaphat’s early kingship in improving Judah, His alliance with Ahab, Ahab’s death in battle, King Jehoshaphat’s alliance with Ahaziah and the loss of their fleet.

· From a historical perspective Ahab’s reign was a time of prosperity for Israel, as likewise Jehoshaphat’s reign in Judah was a prosperous time. 
· I believe that the significant parts of the lecture today are actually from the commentary provided by Scripture on the events that are related.

· When you read and examine Scripture you need to ask not only what is happening in the story, but also what is God telling us about Himself and His purposes. The Bible is a living book, a God breathed book. I read about 100 books a year and none of them touch my soul like the Bible does. I have made a commitment to read God’s Word every single day of my life and I have been faithful in reading God’s Word almost every single day, maybe missing four or five days in over 40 years of my Christian life.
· 2 Tim. 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
· That is our goal. It is God’s Word to us and is profitable for teaching, reproof, correction, training, and to be complete and equipped for every good work.

· Point 1: Jehoshaphat Sought to Follow God

· 2 Chr. 17:3-4 The Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the earlier ways of his father David. He did not seek the Baals, but sought the God of his father and walked in his commandments, and not according to the practices of Israel.
· Jehoshaphat sought God. He obeyed His commandments. He refused to follow Israel’s practice of following false gods. He was looking to God for his guidance and direction.
· Jehoshaphat was one of the good kings of Judah. Israel had no good kings. Ahab was an evil king and as we learned last week the most wicked and evil king in Israel’s history (up to that point). Ahab turned away from pretending to follow the true God, but instead followed the gods of the Canaanites of his wife Jezebel: A religion that believed in human sacrifice, even of their own children.

· Question: What was result of Jehoshaphat’s commitment to God?

· 2 Chr 17:5-6 Therefore the Lord established the kingdom in his hand. And all Judah brought tribute to Jehoshaphat, and he had great riches and honor. His heart was courageous in the ways of the Lord. And furthermore, he took the high places and the Asherim out of Judah.
· Jehoshaphat prospered and God blessed him. Jehoshaphat followed God more closely and blessed him even more.

· Application: We are called to follow God with our full heart and God will bless us.  Blessing does not always include riches, fame, or perfect health. But it does include God’s pleasure directed towards us to conform us to His person and will. He desires us to follow and obey Him and trust in Him. We can trust Him to guide our lives.
· Point 2: Jehoshaphat encouraged the people to know God more
· 2 Chr. 17:9-10 And they taught in Judah, having the Book of the Law of the Lord with them. They went about through all the cities of Judah and taught among the people. And the fear of the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were around Judah, and they made no war against Jehoshaphat.
· Jehoshaphat turned the people’s hearts back fully to God by teaching them God’s Word by the priests and Levites. He wanted the people to know God and His Word. It was not enough to know God’s Word personally but he wanted others to be trained in what God had said to them.
· Question: So why is this important to us?
· Application: We are called to tell others about God so that they can follow and obey God. We are not to hide what we know about God, but we are to tell others about who God is, what He requires of us, and how we can have a right relationship with Him. We want all to turn to God, to repent, to trust in God for their salvation.
· Point 3: Jehoshaphat listened to and associated himself with evil men
· Jehoshaphat was not perfect and didn’t always do the right thing. The failing that is mentioned next is alliance with the evil King Ahab. He agreed to go out to do battle with Ahab for Ahab’s selfish motives – that of conquering a city he thought that he should rule.
· King Ahab rejected the prophecy from Micaiah, a true prophet of God, and went to fight a battle. He lost the battle and his life as was prophesied to him during last week’s lecture.
· During the battle as the Syrians were chasing Jehoshaphat he cried out to God:

· 2 Chr 18:31-32 As soon as the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, “It is the king of Israel.” So they turned to fight against him. And Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord helped him; God drew them away from him. For as soon as the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, they turned back from pursuing him.
· God helped Jehoshaphat because he cried out to God for His help. This happened even though Jehoshaphat did not do things that fully pleased God.

· Application: When we cry out to God, God hears us and comes to our need. God answers ours prayers, but I need to caution all of us that He doesn’t always answer the way that we want. We could go through a whole lesson on why this happens but the simple answer is that the request may not be God’s will or may not be God’s timing.
· The real commentary on this event from the Bible comes after the battle.

· 2 Chr 19:1-3 Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned in safety to his house in Jerusalem. But Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him and said to King Jehoshaphat, “Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the Lord? Because of this, wrath has gone out against you from the Lord. Nevertheless, some good is found in you, for you destroyed the Asheroth out of the land, and have set your heart to seek God.”
· There is a principle in Scripture that we are to be careful with whom we spend time. We tell our kids to pick their friends carefully, but we as adults have a similar obligation. We must be careful not only what we do with our time, but also with whom we spend our time. We cannot afford to let others influence us negatively. We must run away from those who may turn our hearts against God.
· Roaming in the woods, some boys found a nest containing two linnet fledglings, which they managed to capture and take home. Securing some plain, wooden birdcages, they put one of the linnets in each and hung them on either side of a canary. They explained to their mother that they hoped the linnets, being so young, would learn to imitate the canary, instead of cheeping as linnets ordinarily do. The mother smilingly questioned the likelihood of the plan succeeding. The next day the boys entered the room, and exclaimed, "Mother, come here, our canary is cheeping like a linnet!"
· 1 Cor. 15:32 Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”
· Pro. 13:20 Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm.
· Application: We must choose our friends to be those who will encourage a closer walk with God. It is too easy to start living a life of compromise and stop wholeheartedly following after God. Our society and Satan specifically want us to get our eyes off of God and on to ourselves. Part of this process is making sure you hang around the right people. 

· Point 4: Jehoshaphat turned back to fully following God 

· Our God is a forgiving God. He is a just and holy God, but He wants us to turn back to Him. He wants us to confess our sins and turn fully to him.

· 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
· After the event of going to war with Ahab and being confronted by a prophet of God, it says:

· 2 Chr. 19:4 Jehoshaphat lived at Jerusalem. And he went out again among the people, from Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim, and brought them back to the Lord, the God of their fathers.
· After a time the Moabites and the Ammonites rose up against Judah to attack them.
· Question: What did Jehoshaphat do when this occurred? Did raise his army? Did he try to make peace? Run away? Hide his head in the sand. He did none of these things. He turned to God for help. Not only did he turn to God but the whole of the nation turned to God and stood before him: men, women, and children. 

· 2 Chr. 20: 13-17 Meanwhile all Judah stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives, and their children. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah…And he said, “Listen, all Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the Lord to you, ‘Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed at this great horde, for the battle is not yours but God's…Stand firm, hold your position, and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.’ Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed. Tomorrow go out against them, and the Lord will be with you.”
· God provided for Judah and Jehoshaphat. It was by God’s hand that their enemies were defeated. The nation didn’t even raise a hand against them. They were destroyed.
· Application: We must turn to God and trust in Him. We can’t do everything in our lives based upon our skills or abilities. We are called to turn to God. We are called to put our trust in Him. No matter the circumstances or the urgency we are called to put our trust wholly in God our Savior, the creator of the Universe.
· Point 5: Jehoshaphat again returned to associating with evil men
· Question: Why would Jehoshaphat do this? More to the point: Why do we return again and again to the same sin in our own lives?

· Ahab had a son, Ahaziah, of whom the Bible says:

· 2 Kings 22:51-53 Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he reigned two years over Israel. He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and walked in the way of his father and in the way of his mother and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. He served Baal and worshiped him and provoked the Lord, the God of Israel, to anger in every way that his father had done.
· Jehoshaphat made an agreement with Ahaziah to build a fleet to go to Tarshish. We don’t know where Tarshish was, but it is described as an area with immense riches:
· During Solomon’s time: 1 Kings 10:22 Once every three years the fleet of ships of Tarshish used to come bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.

· Question: So why would Jehoshaphat do this? He forgot the lessons he had learned in a desire to gain riches. He was more concerned about physical wealth than following the clear commands of God. Even though the servants of Ahaziah helped build the ships they were not allowed to go on the ships, but this was the result:

· 2 Chr. 20:37 Then Eliezer the son of Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, “Because you have joined with Ahaziah, the Lord will destroy what you have made.” And the ships were wrecked and were not able to go to Tarshish.

· Jehoshaphat returned to the same sin as before and the result was similar, but not exactly the same. We don’t have any indication of repentance on Jehoshaphat, even after the prophecy was given. The ships were destroyed. Why? Because Jehoshaphat had again made an agreement with a wicked king and did not seek God. 
· That is the last we hear about Jehoshaphat and he died a few years later.
· Application: Don’t return to a sin which you have once committed and repented but may be hardened to not repent.

· Heb. 3:12-13 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
· If we sin, repent. If you sin again in the same way, repent. Whenever you are confronted by sin in your life repent and turn back to God. We can’t afford to become hardened to God’s direction and harden our hearts against God. We can’t justify our sin or minimize our sin. We must turn back to God, confess our sin, and repent.

· Summary of Lesson:
· When we read God’s Word ask yourself the questions: What does this mean? What does this mean to me? What application can I make to my life?
· Psa. 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
· We are called to follow God with our full heart and God will bless us.  Turn wholly and fully to God. Make God the central focus of our lives:

· 1 Cor 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
· We are called to tell others about God so that they can follow and obey God.
· Mark 16:15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.
· We must choose our friends to be those who will encourage a closer walk with God
· Prov. 22:24-25 Make no friendship with a man given to anger, nor go with a wrathful man, lest you learn his ways and entangle yourself in a snare.
· We must turn to God and trust in Him
· Prov. 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.
· Don’t return to a sin which you have once committed and repented but may be hardened to not repent
· Psa. 32:5 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
· Let’s pray…

