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       Maybe it's my age, or the several deaths among my family and friends circle, maybe the teen years of my kinds, or the crisis of events bombarding our world today, maybe it's my own walk with God, and maybe it's all of these...  But, I'm keenly tapping into a single theme for myself–I want to have an impact.  So, it's not surprising to me that I looked for Daniel's character and his impact as I prepared this lesson. 
       Daniel's character counted!  Let's look at how.  He arrives in captivity as a POW, a prisoner of war.  He's not a noisy, feel sorry for himself type victim about his circumstances.  Whatever he felt about his future here in captivity, we don't know.  We observe him behaving with integrity, genuineness, and respect for himself and others, and never missing a beat in lining up his outer circumstances to live within his internal value system.  
       Here's an example.  When it came to diet, what he wanted differed from "the system."  He didn't bust open and say, "I'm not eating that stuff."  He knew he wasn't eating that stuff, but antagonism wasn't his tactic; he showed respect for his surroundings and simply asked for a chance to prove that what he saw as being best for himself and his companions would also be acceptable to the powers above him.  And, he was effective.  What a cool hero for kids and teens, and ...he shows all of us a lesson in being clear about what we want without putting anyone down or sacrificing our maturity in the process.  
       By the time we get to Chapter 6 Daniel's gone from being an intelligent, good looking,  feet-on-the-ground type of teenager to his 9th decade of life; he's a sage and faithful senior citizen now.  Since he never had grandchildren, it has occurred to me that I'd like to be one of his adopted offspring.  I'd want him to know he's been a great support in helping me navigate the kind of life I want to live and who I want to be when I arrive at my 9th decade of life. 
       Daniel essentially conducted the bulk of his life enslaved in a foreign province.  Daniel was Jewish and his people were held as captives in Babylon.  How is that relevant to us?  We're not prisoners of war, ARE WE?  Where do we live here on earth?  Who's in charge?  John 12:31 says that Satan is the prince of this world. Does this world that he's prince of include the United States of America?  Ephesians 2:2 identifies Satan as the ruler of the kingdom of the air and the spirit who is now at work.  Does that mean the same kingdom of the air that I breathe, live and work in?  Does He powerfully manipulate in the affairs of my world–where suicide bombings are becoming more and more common?  I Peter 5:8 warns that our enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Does he want his teeth in the neck of my children: one to soon be a teen and the other just leaving her teens?  You bet he does!  He's out for the kill.  "And the Lord said to Satan, From where do you come?  Then Satan answered the Lord and said, From roaming about the earth and walking around on it (Job 1:7).   I believe we qualify as a population enslaved in a foreign province that is dominated by evil and is determined to bring us into captivity, particularly those who love the Lord Jesus Christ?  
       Daniel is a man of character.  He unassumingly and effectively carried out his assigned work in the royal palace.  Do we recognize our assigned work in the royal palace of the kingdom?  Are we diligent in producing reputable craftsmanship in the kitchens and tool sheds of our daily living?  You know, Daniel was placed in high positions in the royal palace.  Do we ever consider that we also are in high positions in the royal palace of our king?  No one can do the work I've been assigned to do and no one can do the particular work you have been assigned to do.  Did Daniel  demonstrate competency in the areas of his training and expertise?  The Scripture indicates he did.  He became polished in wisdom and knowledge.  How polished are we with the particular wisdom and knowledge of the kingdoms we've been transported to in the domains where the adversary roams and manipulates the affairs that we've been assigned to handle?  
       Character counts!  Daniel faithfully executed the tasks of his job description.  His work was flawless.  He was favored and granted more and more responsibility.  He could be counted on.  What the rulers of Babylon didn't seem to know is who really was running the country.  They thought they were. Only to find themselves running into nightmares, brick walls, and futile edicts.
       Through all Daniel's years he had consistently maintained a particular habit.  He talked with God.  Regularly meeting the heavenly Father grows tenacious one's in your relationship with Him.  Trust emerges through those regular encounters.  Bonding happens.  Depth of understanding and wisdom are born. Character is chiseled out of the unique ingredients of a  person and his or her life experiences.  
       We don't just cruise through the Valley called Shadow of Death and magically all of a  sudden just not fear evil.  It's an on going process–you walk, tumble, get up, walk, fumble, walk and inch by inch your faith and belief goes beyond your head and reaches into your heart and soul.  If you picture a beautiful afghan: The under side view of the afghan is the rough, lots of strings, dark, tenacious, tedious effort.  It's the walk, tumble, fumble, get up and walk side of the picture.  The other side becomes the beautifully in scripted promise of keeping on keeping on:  "Trust in the Lord with all your heart.  Lean not to your own understanding.  In all your ways, acknowledge Him and He will direct your path" (Proverbs 3:5-6). It's a process.   
       Daniel was a beloved one who was loyal and committed to the Lord.  He faithfully met with God.  And, these encounters were the groundwork upon which God was building a foundation.  He was preparing to do some searing, penetrating battle with the deeply ingrained pagan, ungodly heart of the king, a place occupied by the enemy of his soul who hoped to never lose a grip. The work was to be done in the here and now in the Babylonian Empire but is was also a statement of the end times yet to come.  
       Character counts!  Daniel is God's appointed spokesperson at the deep levels of King Nebuchadnezzar's psyche.  The soul of the king, of the country was ignorant, arrogant, and self-sufficient.  Downright haughty.     
       Chapter 4 finds King Nebuchadnezzar visited by a perplexing, unsolvable lecture being taught in the middle of the night.  The dream was a wake up call to him about his arrogant, grandiose perceptions of who he was not and who really was in charge. Had the King been singing

What a mighty  God is He!  What a mighty God is He! 
Angels bow before Him.  Heaven and earth adore Him.  What a mighty God is He!


such a wake up call would never have occurred.  But he was busy singing his own praises.  Only God can boast!  We can't!  He was warned but didn't heed the counsel and was removed from his position and power and made to roam as a beast for seven years. The root of pride had to be very deep for it to have taken seven years to work that root and loosen the grip.  His beastly, self-centered heart, the center of his being, got exposed, revealing his character below the surface. And everyone saw.   It was God's carefully designed intervention to separate out the sin of pride in the king and make it possible for him to truly repent and change. God's care was incredibly wide in reaching so  very personally into the deep part of this man and give him and hopefully his nation a chance to know "I AM The Lord."
       His nighttime training also spoke of hope.  After seven years he was told he'd come out of this craziness, be restored to his full mental capacity and have his kingdom and power returned to him.  And, this is exactly what happened.  As he got his sense back, spiritually; mentally, and physically, he lifted his eyes to heaven and praised and thanked God.  Now, he really made sense. He eventually passed God's test. 
       There's more grace to this night time training in righteousness.  It is the message of preparation in warning nations of what's going to happen before The Second Coming.  About the time that nations are reveling in their own awesomeness, God is going to send seven awful years of judgment.  Nations will be punished for their grandiosity and haughtiness and their leaving God Almighty out of their affairs.  God wants humble hearts, and he will again work the soil, rooting out the idols that capture hearts and nations.  It will be an awful time.  At the end of these seven years, the work will conclude with Christ Jesus, the victorious Rider on the white horse, returning to earth to establish His glorious kingdom.  Those who refused the humbling will be cast out.  An angel will boom out the announcement of all time:  "the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ and He will reign forever and ever" (Rev. 11:15).  Can't you just hear the Hallelujah Chorus!  Like Nebuchadnezzar, the believing nations and people will then be changed from their prideful dispositions to being subject to God's authority, receiving the lasting blessings and gifts given by God alone.
       When we think of it, Daniel had an awesome responsibility in the royal palace.  He was not only God's mouthpiece and vessel speaking to the present issues in the hearts of kings, he was prophesying the same events for the future and God's final interventions of the world's kingdoms. Character counts!  In Daniel's physical life he helped rule Babylon.  In his spiritual life, he acted as a top administrator in dispersing God's heavenly orders to kings.  The levels of strategic maneuvers are confounding.  It's like seeing a play at the ground level–but above and below the stage are the other, more pertinent dramas but they are happening in the invisible realm.  Much goes on that doesn't meet the eye, making it critical that we are marching in line with God's orders.  "Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven."  Sometimes God gives warning and time to change.  As time shortens, there's little to no time left to choose.  
       Twenty years occupy the period between Daniel 4 and 5.  Lots of deterioration, intrigue, and murder.  The transformations with King Nebuchadnezzar are lost amidst a pagan pursuit.   In this act of the play, everyone is partying over a great Babylonian god.  The King of the empire has already been held a prisoner of the Medes and Persians for four months.  The Mede-Persian army is propped visibly just outside Babylon's city walls, actively redirecting the city's water supply and readying their attack on this great city.  The king of the city is Belshazzar and he's drunk with confidence, not to mention wine, that there's no way any army is going to succeed in taking his city.  He boasts, "Our security system is flawless–walls 350' high, 87' thick.  We have the great Euphrates River supply right here inside our gates and great brass gates protect our city entrances. 
       Remember.  Character counts.  Belshazzar blows it by asking for the gold and silver goblets taken from Jerusalem's temple. He wasn't content to drink wine to his gods, he wanted to blaspheme the God of the Jews as well.  That was the golden moment that set God's hand in action.  Ever wonder what those golden moments look like in our times? The line of self-indulgence is crossed and now we are messing with God's terrain and He ends His extension of grace and patience.  It's the handwriting on the wall.   
       Time ran short for Belshazzar.  He's paralyzed with terror.  Not knowing yet knowing!  Isn't that interesting?  He knows something drastic is up but he's as ill equipped as his predecessors.  Out from the wings, the elderly queen mother brings Daniel.  Interesting that she's wise enough to know who to call for the insight they needed, but blind enough to have not have influenced the royal palace in the ways of righteousness.  I felt angry with her for her ineptness.  She knew the exact location who could help and yet did nothing to truly rescue their hearts until it was really too late.  
       Lamentations 2:19 say,  Arise, cry aloud in the night, pour out your heart like water before the presence of the Lord; lift up your hands to Him for the life of your little ones....
       Character counts, doesn't it?  The Queen Mom knew who to turn to, but her message was don't be alarmed.  Don't look so pale!  Daniel has the ability to help solve difficult problems.  He'll tell you what the writing means.  I truly hesitate to be to hard on her, because how many times have I known the truth and kept it hidden as well.  Too often.  I am convicted.  Character counts!  
       Daniel gets to the heart of the matter.  He wasn't Babylonian; the king was; but he was sober in every area of his being; he boldly reiterated the phenomenal story of the arrogance turned to humbling in the life of  King Nebuchadnezzer.  You knew this King! And you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways.  You have been weighed in the balance and found wanting.  Belshazzar was history within hours. The fall of Babylon in 539 B.C. is a picture of the future fall of the Babylon, known as the devil's world system, as seen in Rev. 17-18. 
       Bible believing warriors can already see "the handwriting on the wall."  But blind world rulers continue in their pride, their selfish arrogance, little realizing that the Lord is coming.  Paul warns, the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety,' destruction will come on them suddenly... and they will not escape (I Thes 5:3).
       Daniel continues his intricate involvement, now as the prime minister of the Medo-Persian Empire.  As I said earlier, he is a man in his eighties now.  Goes to prove that age is no barrier to serving Christ, nor is it any protection against temptation and testing. Daniel continues the faithful worship of God three times a day in a special "prayer chamber" atop his house.  David says, "Evening, and morning, and noon, will I pray" (Psalm 55:17.  Daniel did this and it's a good thing he did.  The enemy was afoot and he was going to face one of the greatest tests of his life.        "Watch and Pray!" was our Lord's warning.  Prayer wasn't an incidental thing in Daniel's life, it was the most essential thing. He had a special place for prayer and special times for prayer, and we can be sure he talked to the Lord all day long.  No wonder God called him "greatly beloved."   It was Daniel's faithful walk and consistent prayer life that made him one of God's beloved sons.  
       When the crisis hit and his enemies pounced on him, Daniel had peace in his heart.    He was praying, giving thanks, and making supplication.  Philippians 4:6-7 say, "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, but prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."  His established spiritual habits had started when he was young and he stood strong in the power of His might when the evil one shot his arrow.
       Character counts.  We know the story of Daniel in the lions' den.  God did not want to save Daniel from the lions' den; He wanted to deliver him out of it.  And, Daniel was peaceful and confident in God's firm hold of him wherever he spent his night.  Nebuchadnezzer was frightened of the nighttime teachings; Daniel was peaceful.  
       What a contrast between how Darius, the king spent the night in his palace and that of Daniel in the dean of lions.  Darius had no peace, but Daniel was in a place of perfect safety, for God was there.  Darius struggled all day trying to find a way to break his own laws.  Daniel simply talked to the God of the universe and received all the power he needed.   Daniel was reigning as king while Darius was a slave.  It was Daniel's faith in God that delivered him.  It is truly amazing that he had any faith at all, after living in that idolatrous heathen land for so many years.
In closing I'm going to read a prayer that the Lord led me to:
       Eagerly, Lord, I lift up the shield of faith against all the blazing missiles that Satan and his hosts fire at me.  I recognize that ;You are my shield and that in Your incarnation and crucifixion You took the arrows of Satan which I deserved.  By faith I count upon You to shield me from above and beneath, on my right and my left, in front of me and behind me, that I might be protected, walled in, encapsulated by You – that Satan may gain no way to hurt or destroy me from fulfilling Your will today.  I am willing that any fiery darts of Satan that You wish to touch me, should do so, but I shall look upon them as refining fires permitted in Your providence for my refining and glory (1 Peter 1).  Thank you, Lord, that You are a complete and perfect shield and that Satan cannot touch me apart from Your sovereign purpose. This I pray before the true and living God in the name and worthy merit of my Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.


