NIV MEMORY VERSE:  Lamentations 3:22-23
             THE PROPHETS SPEAK 13-1

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed,

for his compassions never fail.  They are new every

morning; great is your faithfulness.

“THE BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS”

Lamentations 1:1 - 5:22

1.
What was significant to you from the last lesson?

DAY 1 - READ Lamentations 1:1-22 (The City – Lonely and Groaning)
2.
Jeremiah poured his grief into five mournful poems that lament the suffering 


of the people and the destruction of Jerusalem.  To what kind of women was Jerusalem compared?

3.a.
Who had become the master over Jerusalem?

  b.
Who had brought her to this grief and why?

  c.
Where were the children?

4.
According to 2 Kings 25:2-4, who was the prince (king) who had fled?

5.
What had happened to the sanctuary (temple)?

6.
From vs. 11-12, what condition was prevalent in Jerusalem?

7.a.
Vs. 14: “My ________________________________________________a yoke.” (NIV)

  b.
What had been foretold in Deuteronomy 28:47-50?

  c.
How would this yoke be broken according to Isaiah 9:4-7?

  d.
A yoke brings discipline and guidance.  What does Jesus tell us about His 


yoke in Matthew 11:29-30?

8.
List the various groups of people who suffered in vs. 15-19.

9.
Vs. 20 says “I have been most rebellious.”  How do you think rebellion against


God leaves a person or a city lonely and groaning?

10.a.
What is the lament common to vs. 2,9,16,17, and 21?

   b.
Who comforts us according to Acts 9:31 and 2 Corinthians 1:3-5?

DAY 2 - READ Lamentations 2:1-22 (The Lord – Angry and Judging)
11.a.
What emotion characterized God in vs. 1-6?

   b.
How is God defined in 1 John 4:8?

   c.
(IN-DEPTH) How would you respond to the question, “Why would a loving God 


hurt His people?”  If you can, support your answer with Scripture.

12.a.
What was Jeremiah’s condition in Lamentations 2:11?

   b.
When, if ever, have you felt this way?  Please share.

   c.
What comfort do you find in Psalm 56?

13.
What was the accusation of Lamentations 2:14?

14. 
Vs. 17 says, “The Lord has fulfilled His Word.”  How does knowing that God


will fulfill all His salvation promises and His judgment promises influence


your life?
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DAY 2 – (Continued) READ Lamentations 2:1-22 (The Lord – Angry and Judging)
15.a.
The people were urged to “Pour out _______________________________________
_______________________________________________________Lord.”

   b.
When brokenhearted over your own sins, what promise do you have in 1 John 1:9?

16.a.
Jeremiah was rejected and mistreated throughout his 40-year ministry, yet he 


wept at the destruction of these wicked, abusive people. Whom had the enemy destroyed/annihilated?

   b.
What “enemies” can you identify in our society today that destroy those we 


have cared for and reared?




DAY 3 - READ Lamentations 3:1-66 (The Prophet – Broken and Crying)
17.a.
Vs. 1-18 contain a doleful catalogue of Jeremiah’s sufferings. List five of 


the ones you find particularly distressing.

   b.
How can we know that God is still near and hears our prayers even in our 


darkest moments?

   
Romans 8:35-39


Psalm 4:3

18.
Although Jeremiah was depressed, his depression did not give way to despair because he had hope in what?

19.
What do you think Jeremiah is saying in vs. 31-33?

20.a.
Write Lamentations 3:39 and 40.

   b.
Have you turned to the Lord?  He’s waiting for you with what promise in 


John 6:37-40?

21.
What was Jeremiah doing in vs. 48-51?

22.a.
What incident in Jeremiah’s life might he have reference to in vs. 53-57?  


See Jeremiah 38:6.

   b.
(IN-DEPTH) Name other Bible characters who were rescued from “pit” experiences.

23.a.
How would you characterize Jeremiah’s attitude toward his enemies in vs. 59-66?

   b.
What do we learn in Romans 12:19?

DAY 4 - READ Lamentations 4:1-22 (Earthly Possessions – Empty and Unsatisfying)
24.
Complete Jeremiah’s comparisons in the first eight verses:

   a.
the sons of Zion
now ________________________________________

   b.
those who ate delicacies
are ________________________________________

   c.
those nurtured in purple
now ________________________________________

   d.
the beautiful people (vs.7) 
are ________________________________________

25.
Why were the ones killed by the sword better off (vs. 9-10)?

26.a.
What did the kings of the earth not believe?

   b.
Why did it happen?
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DAY 4 – (Continued) READ Lamentations 4:1-22
27.
In what ways were the false prophets and priests punished?

28.
Judah looked for an earthly deliverance in vs. 17.  What do you learn in 


Psalm 118:8?

29.
What other people would feel the cup of God’s wrath in vs. 21?

30.
This chapter concluded with what promise to Zion?

DAY 5 - READ Lamentations 5:1-22 (The Captives – Hungry and Hurting)
31.
Verses 1-18 are a dirge of misery.  Indicate the verses that match each woe.


____ we are homeless.


____ basic necessities are scarce.


____ this generation bears the punishment for past generation’s sins.


____ slaves rule over us.


____ women are ravished.


____ leaders are murdered.


____ the young are forced to toil hard.


____ joy is gone.


____ the people are without hope.


____ the city is desolate.

32.
What did Jeremiah ask God to do?

33.
Although the book of Lamentations may appear at first to be very negative, 


it is the record of one man bearing his soul to the Lord.

   a.
What kind of prayers do you think God wants to hear?

   b.
Who intercedes for us when we pray?  Romans 8:26.

   c.
Review how Jeremiah had a right perspective of God in these verses:


Lamentations 1:5


Lamentations 2:17


Lamentations 3:32


Lamentations 4:22


Lamentations 5:19

34.
If Jeremiah were to use Scripture to comfort himself, what would he have found


in Psalm 80:17-19?


