NIV MEMORY VERSE: Proverbs 27:17
PSALMS/PROVERBS 23-1

As irons sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.

“FRIENDS, ENEMIES AND RELATIONSHIPS”

Psalms 109, 133; Proverbs 17, 27

1.
What was significant to you in last week’s lesson?

DAY 1 – READ Psalm 133:1-3
2. a.
Write verse 1.

    b.
David described friendship as “precious oil.” How would you describe friendship?

3.
What characteristics of true friendship do you see in these relationships?

    a.
David and Jonathan (1 Samuel 20:4-42)

    b.
Priscilla/Aquilla and Paul (Acts 18:1-3; Romans 16:3,4)

    c. 
Paul and Philemon (Philemon 1-25)

4.
Think of close friends you have had. What qualities attracted you to them?

DAY 2 – READ Psalm 109:1-31
5.
“In return for my friendship” (vs.4), what had David’s enemies done in verses 1-5?

6.
David said, “I am a man of prayer” yet speaking of his enemies, he prayed in verse 7 “may his prayers condemn him.” What do you think that means?

7.
What specific accusations did David make about his enemies in


vs. 16?


vs. 17?


vs. 18?

8.
What did David want his enemies to know according to verse 27?

9.
Enemies are a part of life – the outgrowth of the basic sin nature in man. We cannot avoid them, but we can diminish the influence they exert over us. How, according to these Scriptures?

    a.
Proverbs 10:12
    b.
Proverbs 20:22
    c.
Proverbs 25:21,22





PSALMS/PROVERBS 23-2

DAY 2 (Continued) – READ Psalm 109:1-31
10.
Share some of your own practical advice on how to “get along” when you encounter an “enemy.”

DAY 3 – READ Proverbs 17:1-28
11.
What do you learn in these Scriptures about relationships

     a.
 . . . in the family?


Proverbs 17:1



Ephesians 5:33


Proverbs 17:6



Colossians 3:20


Proverbs 17:14



1 Peter 3:8


Proverbs 17:21



2 Timothy 3:1,2

     b.
 . . . with friends?


Proverbs 17:9



1 Peter 4:8


Proverbs 17:17



Ecclesiastes 4:9,10

     c.
 . . . with the world?


Proverbs 17:10



Proverbs 28:23


Proverbs 17:15



Isaiah 5:20


Proverbs 17:22



Proverbs 15:23

12. a.
Share a “secret” of how you keep “peace and quiet” in your home.

     b.
How do you think parents are the pride of their children (vs.6)?

     c.
What lesson can you draw from verse 28?
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DAY 4 – READ Proverbs 27:1-27
13.
Follow the instruction in verse 2 and praise someone you know.

14.
How do you think jealousy (vs.4) can destroy relationships?

15.
What do you think verse 5 infers about communication in a relationship?
16.
Give an example of a “faithful wound of a friend.”

17.
What does verse 10 mean to you?

18.
How is a quarrelsome wife described in verses 15,16?

19.
“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” Think of one way that is true in your own life.

20.
In your opinion, what can ambition (vs. 20) do to a relationship?

21.
How do you think “a man is tested by the praise he receives”?

DAY 5 – MISCELLANEOUS TEXTS
22.
Summarize commands given to Christians about their relationships with each other.

     a.
Romans 15:7 
     b.
Galatians 5:13

     c.
1 Thessalonians 5:14

     d.
1 Peter 4:10

23.
Plan now to have coffee or lunch with one friend each week. Take time to be a friend.





PSALMS/PROVERBS 23-4
“FRIENDS, ENEMIES AND RELATIONSHIPS”

Psalms 109, 133; Proverbs 17, 27

LECTURE NOTES:

PRAYER REQUESTS:

